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Serving SeaTac, Des Moines, 
Normandy Park and large 
parts of Kent and Burien.

Dear Friends:

I’m honored to represent you in the State 
House of Representatives. Since taking 
office three years ago, I’ve tried to take a balanced approach 
that puts our community’s needs ahead of partisan politics. 
I’m pleased to report that the legislative session in Olympia 
concluded on time, and that it was a successful session for 
South King County.

I do my best to focus on the needs of our local community, and 
so inside this legislative update you will find information on 
some of the local results from this past legislative session. 

As we look to the future, my priority remains the same: 
improve our local economy. To do this, we need to:

• Invest in education (K-12 and higher education)

•  Make health care more affordable for individuals, families, 
seniors and businesses

•  Keep and create good paying jobs with benefits in the Kent Valley.

Education, health care, and jobs can provide real solutions to 
the economic challenges facing average folks. 

I also need to hear from you. I value your input and hope you’ll 
take the time to share your thoughts. If you ever have any 
questions, comments or concerns, please feel free to give me a 
call or send me a letter or email. 

Sincerely,

Dave Upthegrove

State Representative  
Dave Upthegrove 

33rd Legislative District

33rd District • Legislative Update 

Keeping Our Waterways Clean & Green
Growing up in Burien, I remember playing in Miller Creek as a 
child. I want to make sure our local streams are protected so future 
generations have the same opportunities. 

Sea Tac Airport’s operations have inevitably impacted the creeks, 
wetlands and shorelines of neighboring communities. Approximately 
75 percent of the stormwater runoff from the third runway will flow 
into the Miller and Walker Creek Watersheds. Because the airport is 
an essential public facility and facility of statewide significance, the 
state has a responsibility to help mitigate those impacts.

As a member of the House Transportation Committee, I am pleased to 
have secured $1.5 million in the state transportation budget to protect 
Highline’s valuable waterways, such as Miller and Walker Creek.

The money will all be invested locally to improve the creeks and 
wetlands between SeaTac Airport and Puget Sound. Specifically,  
the funding may be used to:

•  Purchase and forever  
protect the wetlands at the  
headwaters of Miller Creek.

• Restore salmon habitat.

• Improve drainage systems.

•  Enhance local water  
quality treatment facilities.

Representative Upthegrove at Miller Creek



Contact me:  
336 John L. O’Brien Bldg.  
Olympia, WA 98504-0600

Phone: 360-786-7868

E-mail: upthegrove.dave@leg.wa.gov

Web: http://hdc.leg.wa.gov/
members/upthegrove

Toll-free Legislative Hotline: 
1-800-562-6000

TTD-TDD Hearing Impaired: 
1-800-635-9993

Expanding Job  
Opportunities  
in Our Own  
Backyard

Born and raised in South King County, I’ve seen our community grow 
and change. Jobs at Boeing provided a high quality of life for many 
families in our area. Unfortunately, we are losing many manufacturing 
jobs in part due to global competition. A successful economic future 
depends on the actions we take today. Creating and expanding good 
paying jobs in the Highline area is critical to strengthening our economy. 

To connect people with local job opportunities, 
I fought to restore state funding for a local job 
placement program called Port Jobs.

Port Jobs is a non-profit located at the airport that 
connects people looking for jobs with airport-
related companies that are hiring. The program 
keeps up-to-the minute job listings of positions 
available at the airport and related businesses—like 
the airlines, hotels, rental car companies.  And if 

you have limited education, don’t have a car, or don’t speak English 
well, Port Jobs can help you work through those kinds of barriers. 

Local businesses love the program because it helps them get the 
employees they need.

And it works.

In the past few years, the Port Jobs program has helped place 2,154 
people from South King County into good jobs.

Protecting the Health 
of Our Children
For nearly 100 years, smoke from 
a Tacoma copper smelter blew 
across the Puget Sound, carrying 
lead and arsenic particles that 
settled to the ground. Tests 
have found some of the highest 
concentrations of arsenic right 
here in Normandy Park and the 
Highline area. In the last month, 
high levels of arsenic have also 
been found in McMicken Heights 
Park in Seatac and Dottie Karper 
Park in Burien.

I successfully sponsored a bill this year to protect  
children from exposure to lead and arsenic contamination 
in the soil. This new law requires schools and daycares 
to have their playgrounds tested and take simple actions 
to protect children if elevated levels of lead or arsenic 
are discovered. Funding is provided to assist schools and 
daycares with this effort.

Arsenic is known to cause cancer, and lead can cause 
developmental disabilities. Children are especially 
vulnerable to poisoning from these chemicals because their 
bodies are still forming and they are more likely to play on 
the ground and swallow dust and dirt. 

But because the state did not require testing until this law 
was passed, our children could have been exposed to lead 
and arsenic at their playgrounds without anyone knowing it. 

In many cases, exposure can be limited through simple 
prevention measures such as covering play areas with new 
sod, gravel, wood chips or rubber mats. When parents send 
their kids off to school or daycare, they ought to know their 
kids will be in a safe learning environment. 
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Making Our Roads Safer
Building the third runway at Sea Tac means more construction  
traffic on our roads. We need to hold the Port of Seattle accountable 
to be a good neighbor while the runway is being built.

The third runway requires the movement of thousands of pounds 
of fill for the site. The result is hundreds of large dump trucks 
moving through our community every day. There have been a 
high number of documented cases of trucks that are overloaded 
traveling our roads. Overloaded trucks pose a safety risk because 
they cannot brake as quickly and because debris can fall from the 
truck damaging other vehicles or property. An overweight truck 
causes excessive damage to our roads and highways, and without 
enforcement, no one is held accountable.

I’ve heard from many of you with frustrations and concerns  
about overfilled trucks or trucks not observing traffic laws or 
common traffic courtesy. I also drive these roads regularly  
and share your frustrations. Citations were issued to 143 overweight 
trucks on the project from December 2004 to June 2005.

To ensure those who are constructing the third runway act as good 
neighbors, I secured $100,000 in new funding for the Washington 
State Patrol for additional enforcement along the third runway 
dirt-hauling route to improve and enhance efforts to ensure the 
trucks are obeying all traffic laws and staying within weight limits.

Representative Dave Upthegrove
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